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MLS vs. MLB

Soccer equals baseball in popularity
for 12-17 year-old Americans

TOPICS

Researching the top TRENDS and
ANALYTICS in the world of soccer.

AMERICA’S FAVORITE ATHLETES

The most popular athletes in the US.
1 Does Ronaldo make the list?

EA SPORTS FIFA

How EA SPORTS FIFA is educating
Americans about soccer

SOCIAL MEDIA RANKINGS

The world's most popular soccer clubs
and leagues on social media
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Infographics
America's Favorite Athletes




15 MOST POPULAR ATHLETES

In the United States

. Peyton Manning
- LeBron James

- Kobe Bryant
- Tiger Woods

Messi is the first soccer player to break into
the top-10 favorite athletes in America.

In the younger 12-24 year-old demographic,
Messi ranks #3 and Ronaldo #6.

- Drew Brees

. Aaron Rodgers

. Tim Tebow

. Adrian Peterson
. Dale Earnhardt Jr. m
. Kevin Durant

Retired athletes not included
13) Troy Polamalu

- Cristiano Ronaldo
. Serena Williams

Survey taken each month for one year

ESPN asked 18,000 people:
“Who is your favorite athlete?”

LIONEL MESSI

Ranks ahead of any baseball player

RANK:

6th

all ages

RANK:

3rd

ages 12-24

CRISTIANO RONALDO

More popular than NBA's Dwyani Wade

14th

all ages

RANK:

6th

ages 12-24




INFOGRAPHIC

"Soccer is like a
rocket ship on

the

TOP-10 ATHLETES ON FACEBOOK

Active Athletes, Team Sports

WHO ARE THE WORLD’S MOST
POPULAR ATHLETES?
Eight out of the top ten athletes

are soccer players. Kaka (#4) and

David Villa (#10) play in USA's
Major League Soccer.

LATEST DA
facebook.
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NUMBER OF FOLLOWERS

1. CRISTIANO RONALDO
2. LIONEL MESSI

3. NEYMAR

4. KAKA

5. MESUT OZIL

6. ANDRES INIESTA

7. LEBRON JAMES

8. KOBE BRYANT
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Trends
MLS Equals MLB in Popularity




MLS AS POPULAR AS MLB

45%

NFL 0 38%

30% - 530%
) . NBA .
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
MLS 18%

0%
1995 2000 2005 2010 2013

% AVID FANS

Source: ESPN Sports Poll 2014

5001mm] SOCCE R EQUALS BAS E BALL

In Popularity with American Kids

MLS EQUALS MLB

FIRST TIME IN
ESPN SPORTS POLL
HISTORY 1994-2014

NI 4 e

POP WARNER
FOOTBALL

LARGEST DECLINE IN
PARTICIPATION
IN 20 YEARS
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LET'S TALK ABOUT DATA BASEBALL TV RATINGS

Baseball Post-Steroid Era

TV RATINGS FOR BASEBALL HIT RECORD LOWS

B MLB on FOX
ESPN Sunday Night Baseball

Millions

3.5
3
2.5

Ratings for MLB on FOX and ESPN Sunday Night -3
Baseball dropped in five out of six seasons - a
decade long trend of decreased interest in baseball. |

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Source: Sports Business Journal

MLS has partnered with Sky Sports

to broadcast matches in the UK.
Feb ‘15

"As MLS grows into
a global brand, we
will bring it to

Y ..




POP WARNER FOOTBALL

Participation Drops ﬁ
m' = 5,000 Players
I

2010

Pop Warner football has seen participation drop 9.5% in
just two years, from 2010 to 2012.

It's the largest two-year decline since they began keeping
stats more than two decades ago.

2012

NFL-funded USA Football said participation among players
ages 6 to 14 fell 6.7% between 2010 and 2012.

% Change per year
o s Source: Pop Warner
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Analytics
EA Sports FIFA Educates Americans




EA SPORTS FIFA

 of Americans who play soccer
video games play EA SPORTS FIFA

Source: ESPN Sports Poll 2014

of EA SPORTS FIFA gamers become soccer
fans after playing the video game

EA SPORTS FIFA

Attracts Soccer Fans to the MLS

FIFA 15 vs. FIFA 14

112% Increase in the number of
gamers who played with an MLS team

TOP 3 MLS TEAMS PICKED IN FIFA

(Al SEATTLE SOUNDERS 1.9 million

MNIAGALAXYY BT
‘3 NEW YORK RED BULLS 11million
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ideo Games

WINNER: FIFA (90.5)
2nd: NHL (88)

3rd: Madden NFL (85)
4th: NBA 2K (82.5)

Ranked by Game Critics

2010-2013

WINNER: NBA 2K (89)
2nd: FIFA (88.5)

3rd: NHL (88)

4th: Madden NFL (83.5)

WINNER: FIFA, NBA 2K (90)
2nd: Tie

3rd: NHL (86)

4th: Madden NFL (78.5)

WINNER: FIFA, NBA 2K (90)
2nd: Tie

3rd: NHL (83.5)

4th: Madden NFL (82)

4-YEAR AVERAGE RANK

. EASPORTSRFA 90
2 NeAZK 88
N (86

4 MADDENNFL [ 82

(@
H GAMES ARE MOST FUN?

. PLAYSTATION

B XBOX g
> ‘s

FIFA

NFL

NBA

NHL

81 85 87

FIFA

NFL

NBA

NHL

81 85 87

FIFA

NFL

NBA

NHL

81 85 87

FIFA

NFL

NBA

NHL

81

83 85 87

Ranking out of 100

WHICH SPORTS VIDEO GAMES RANK HIGHEST?
Three out of four years, video game critics
ranked EA SPORTS FIFA first.

Source: Metacritic
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Data
World's Most Popular Clubs



Teams Facebook Twitter Instagram |YouTube |Grand Total

On SOCial MEd ia England 189,148,076 22,317,845 8,398,460 1,546,390 221,410,771

Manchester United | 65281,730| 4,450,131| 2,703,065 169,401 72,604,327
Chelsea 41,328,096 5,202,081 1,903,417| 405,226 48,838,820
Arsenal | 32,492,548| 5,367,004 1,695,245 193,336 39,748,133
Liverpool 25,272,642| 3,936,625 1,213,686 322,201, 30,745,154
Manchester City | 18,477,116 2,318,621 683,541 355,882| 21,835,160
Tottenham 6,295,944/ 1,043383| 199,506 100,344| 7,639,177
Spain 175,314,658 30,580,683 13,989,179 3,412,421 223,296,941
Real Madrid 82,201,937| 14,975,196, 6,736,410 1,678,978 105,592,521
Barcelona | 82,766,450| 14,184,068 6,756,864  1,660,154| 105,367,536
Atletico Madrid 10,346,271/ 1,421,419 495905 73,289 12,336,884

V5

PREMIER
LEAGUE

4w
. .l;i.

- _F

_ L Bayern Munich 27,264,975 1,891,928| 1,786,204, 294,975 31,238,082
t\- | FP Borussia Dortmund 12,243,169| 1,488,742 14,265,917
y
# I .

IGA ¢ A.C. Milan | 24,662,100| 2,417,346 781,406 262,748| 28,123,600
ZON SAGRES ] ~ Juventus 16,590,739 1,541,393! 823,493 325,775/ 19,381,400
BUNDESLIGA Inter Milan | 5,175,349| 748,695 263,794 148,446 6,336,284
. ] A.S. Roma 4,496,392| 649387 186,403] 100,653 5,432,835

0 ! | (Aa | = ;
> Seaer 17,080,585 1,971,134] 1,092,598 177,092| 20,321,409
LIGUE 1 m Olympigue Marseille 4,1 r-18,322| 1,325,061 | 45,400 37,049 5,555,832

o K-

Portugal 7219474 995975 199,127 117,457 8,532,033
Benfica | 2,788,566 373,724/ 64,332 53,478 3,280,100
F.C. Porto 2,703,993| 376,515 98317 41,098 3,219,923

: 1,726,915 36,478 2,032,010

=0T CE0O .-_.-'_ "?l -'I'-\.']-,-_"’l A '\-1.-“'__.‘: |-\.1-\"__ OcCS
o b ¥ 1 ’ g ey
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Social Media

Clubs with most followers on Facebook,

3,208,115

LA. Galaxy | ,13?,941 199,871, 110,795 195/ 1,461,804

N.Y. Red Bulls 676,573 123,175 45,362 : 850,685
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube Seattle Sounders | 596,665  153,757|  84993] 12,407] 847,822
NYCFC 587,723|  144,470| 106,297 : 841,677

Orlando City S.C. :

Grand Total 486,551,954| 66, 281| 6,558,514 5¢ *
‘ @ ) LATEST DATA
PN
Countries
England, Spain, Germany, Italy, TOP CLUBS
France, Portugal, USA

Top 6 in Europe and MLS 1 | Spain | Real Madrid | 105,592,521
2 Spain | Barcelona _ 105,367,536
3 England | Manchester United _ 72,604,327
4 England | Chelsea | 48,838,820
5 England | Arsenal _ 39,748, 1 33_
6 Germany | Bayern Munich | 31,238,082
7 England _ Liverpool | 30,745,154
8 | Italy | A.C. Milan | 28,123,600
9 | England | Manchester City _ 21,835,160
10 | France | PSG | 20,321,409
11 Italy | Juventus 19,381,400
2 | Germany | Borussia Dortmund . 14,265,917 ?.
130 Spain | Atletico Madrid | 12,336,884
14 | England | Tottenham | oSS
115 _ Italy Inter Milan 6,336,284
16 | France | Olympique Marseille _ 5,555,832
105,592,521 17 | Italy | A.S. Roma _ 5,432,835
More visitors to Real Madrid’s 18 | Portugal | Benfica | 2804100
website come from the U.S. than 12 - FelfaLiEe | F'C"Pﬂrm - Bl 2
P e 20 | Portugal | Sporting C.P. _ 2,032,010
2o "y 24l | U.S.A. | L.A. Galaxy | 1,461,804
: 22 U.S.A. N.Y. Red Bulls 850,685
source: Real Madrid 23 | U.S.A. | Seattle Sounders _ 847,822
24 | US.A. | NYCFC | 841,677
5 U.S.A. Orlando City S.C. 311,865




Top 6 in Europe and MLS
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League
Spain
Spain

England

England

England

Germany
England
Italy
England
France
Italy
Germany
Spain
England
Italy
Italy
France
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

League
Spain
Spain

England

England

Germany

England

England

France

italy
taly

England
Spain

Germany
italy

England

italy
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
Portugal
U.S.A.
Portugal

France

U.S.A.
Portugal
U.S.A.

7~ JPOPULAR SOCCER CLUBS

FACEBOOK

Team
Barcelona
Real Madrid
Manchester United
Chelsea
Arsenal
Bayern Munich
Liverpool
A.C. Milan
Manchester City
PSG
Juventus
Borussia Dortmund
Atletico Madrid
Tottenham
=g lER
A.S. Roma
Olympique Marseille
Benfica
F.C. Porto
Sporting C.P.
L.A. Galaxy
N.Y. Red Bulls
Seattle Sounders
NYCFC
Orlando City S.C.

Team
Barcelona
Real Madrid
Manchester United
Chelsea
Bayern Munich
Arsenal
Liverpool
PSG
Juventus
A.C. Milan
Manchester City
Atletico Madrid
Borussia Dortmund
Inter Milan
Tottenham
A.S. Roma
L.A. Galaxy
NYCFC
F.C. Porto
Seattle Sounders
Benfica
Olympique Marseille
N.Y. Red Bulls
Sporting C.P.
Orlando City S.C.

Facebook

82,/66,450
82,201,937
65,281,730
41,328,096
32,492,543
27,264,975
25,272,642
24,662,100
18,477,116
17,080,585
16,590,739
12,243,169
10,346,271

6,295,944
5,175,349
4,496,392
4,148,322
2,788,566
2,703,993
1,726,915
1,137,943
676,573
596,665
587,723
209,211

Instagram

6,756,864
6,736,410
2,703,065
1,903,417
1,786,204
1,695,245
1,213,686
1,092,598
823,495
781,406
683,541
495,905
438,559
263,794
199,506
186,405
110,795
106,297
98,317
84,995
64,332
45,400
45,362
36,478
36,211

LATEST DATA

TWITTER

League
Spain
Spain

England

England

England

England

Italy
England
France
Germany
Italy
Germany
Spain
France
England
Italy
Italy
Portugal
Portugal
Portugal
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

YOUTUBE

1

O o~ & nn & WM

League
Spain
Spain

England

England

Italy
England
Germany
Italy

England
France

England

Italy
Italy
England
Germany
Spain
Portugal
Portugal
France
Portugal
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

Team
Real Madrid
Barcelona
Arsenal
Chelsea
Manchester United
Liverpool
A.C. Milan
Manchester City
PSG
Bayern Munich
Juventus
Borussia Dortmund
Atletico Madrid
Olympique Marseille
Tottenham
Inter Milan
A.S. Roma
F.C. Porto
Benfica
Sporting C.P.
L.A. Galaxy
Seattle Sounders
NYCFC
N.Y. Red Bulls
Orlando City S.C.

Team
Real Madrid
Barcelona
Chelsea
Manchester City
Juventus
Liverpool
Bayern Munich
A.C. Milan
Arsenal
PSG
Manchester United
Inter Milan
A.S. Roma
Tottenham
Borussia Dortmund
Atletico Madrid
Benfica
F.C. Porto
Olympique Marseille
Sporting C.P.
L.A. Galaxy
Seattle Sounders
Orlando City S.C.
N.Y. Red Bulls
NYCFC

Twitter

14,975,196
14,184,068
5,367,004
5,202,081
4,450,131
BIOSETHEAS
2,417,346
2,318,621
1,971,134
1,691,928
1,641,393
1,488,742

1,421,419
1,325,061
1,043,383
748,695
649,387
376,515
373,724
245,736
199,871
I5SWST
144,470
SRS
60,746

YouTube

1,678,978
1,660,154
405,226
355,882
SZSHS
322,201
294,975
262,748
193,336
177,092
169,401
148,446
100,653
100,344
95,447
/3,289
53,478
41,098
37,049
22,881
ISH1SS
12,407
S/
SOl
3,187
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THE U90 PITCH

upper90studios.com

WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

bruno@upper90studios.com



